By V.A. MUSETTO

HE (ronl page story in Lhe
April 9, 1981, Washington
Post began:

“BEIRUT — After so many
thousands of casualties and six
years of war, it was a day (o
mourn the passing of trees in a
garden that once was the symbol
of calm in the Lebanese capital
... Relatively untouched in all
the previous rounds of fighting,
the Busiros family's graceful Ot-
toman mansion in Christian
East Beirut was badly scarred

- by the missiles that Syrian gun-
ners fired at random.”

Among those who read the dis-
patch was Gaby Bustros. Fifteen
years carller, at the age of 19,
she had left her wealthy, promi-
nent family and that Belrut man-
sion to llve abroad. Now, in New
York, she was learning that her
chlldhood home — where her
mother, brother and two sislers
still llved — had been severely

“damaged (luckily, there were no
injuries). The next day, Bustros
was on her way back home.
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BEIRUT:
THE LASY HOME MOVIE
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Circle Releasing Corp. presonts a
documentar
by Jennifor Cox and wnitten by her and
John Mullen. Running time: 120
minutes. No MPAA rating. At Film
Forum | through July 13.

return to Belrul. It was directed,
produced and co-wrilten by Jenni-
fer Fox, who had met Bustros
while both were studying film at
NYU.

The Buastros' 200-year-old an-
cestral home stands today In one
of the mosl dangerous nelghbor-
hoods of Belrut, jusl 1200 yards
from the Green Line, that strip
of land separating Christlan Bei-
rut from the Moslem Palestinlan
section. Few residents remaln,
At one time Lhe Irlp there from
the alrport took 20 minutes.
Today It takes two hours, most
of the time spent sncaking
around the clty’s outskirls,

What strlkes you mosl about
the Buastros famlly and their re-
malning frienda and nelghbors
I8 the-enl mmwi y ac-
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torn wedding day in “Beirut:

one, with "Armageddon all
about.” Says another, “It's a way
of llving, il's not a war.” Indeed,
Lhe Bustrosea matter-of-factly
carry on their llves — eatlng In
the formal dinlng hall, watching
TV, playlng bridge, relaxing
over coffee in Lhe shatlered gar-
den — while oulside the walls of
thelr mansion, a war rages.

Why do they stay? First, there
are Lthe memorles — which we

sece through home movies — of,

(he carefres; 1 Mfrewar 1y8
sharcAby ik gg”n:.

DAY TO REMEMBER: Only son Fady Bustros on his war-
The Last Home Movie.” .

mother and thelr late father.
And there's a hard-to-explain
feellng of deflance that brings
the family closer together.
“Belrut” Ils a stralghtforward,
no-fuss look at onc famlly's last
stand. Director Fox lets her sub-
jects tell their story In their own
words and with few theatricg,
But Fox's admiration for —

eyen her amazement at — thelr
heroics comes across loudly and

clearly. You




